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Involving adult migrants in pleasure reading can accelerate 
learning rate and more given a large body of research pointing 
to improvement of language-related skills as well as across 
many subjective domains (wellbeing; motivation; critical 
literacy for active citizenship, to name but a few). Available 
reading materials do not always respond to the needs and 
interests of emergent readers among adult migrants. 
 
The talk will feature  Simply Cracking Good Stories project that 
began in 2010 with the sole aim of producing books for these 
emergent readers. This requires meeting narrative and 
linguistic criteria that will be introduced during the talk. 
Applying these criteria, the talk will invite the audience to 
write a draft of a short fiction book in the target language of 
their choice.  

Martha Young-Scholten’s work ranges from adult 
second language acquisition of morpho-syntax and 
phonology to unschooled adults who learn to read 
for the first time in their second language. 
 
She is Professor of Second Language Acquisition at 
the University of Newcastle in England. 
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