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Notbert Nebes

Fig. 1: Photo courtesy by Héyléi S llase Gabrifkidan (from: Hiyli S llase Gibriikidan 2011)

Much more revealing is, however, the part of the name starting with the
determinative pronoun d-, which can be identified as a clan name. Moreover,
this name clearly indicates its South-Arabian origin. Yasran is the ancient name
of the southern oasis of Marib’. In addition, the name — its basic meaning
being ,,prosperous, lucky“ — is also used to designate houses’ and
constructions linked with hydrologys. More rarely, it also appears as a second
name added to the main name®. However, in our context the most important
observation is that this name also appears as the name of a clan — and this clan
can be precisely located at a place, which seems quite significant. Located
approximately 18 km south of Marib is the massif called Gabal al-‘Amiid. The
rocks are covered by numerous inscriptions. Many of them only consist of
personal names, sometimes, however, constitute full phrases7. As we can
deduct from the profession groyn (J 2927b, ] 2928a), which is sometimes
mentioned together with the names, and also from the longer inscriptions, the

? The eatliest sources are the repotts on their deeds by Yita”amar (DAI Sirwah 2005-50/1),
and by Karib’il (R 3946/6); the youngest soutce is the inscribed stela of urahbi’il Ya‘fur (C
540/26¢.).

* For example bytn ysrn (MQ-al-Jifjif 1/3) ,,the house Yastan®.

> For example 7 Vad-hmy ysrm (R 4626/1) , their cistern Yasran®.

% For example as part of the name Sumuhiiyafa® Yasran (2.B. as-Sawda’ 4), an eatly king of
Na™an.

! Many of these inscriptions have been published by Jamme (1980).
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Fig. 2: The monogramme below and on the right handle, photo by Wolbert Smidt
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Miscellaneous Articles

1)2345(678)Re Qatab nian inscription was completely uncovered and finally
fully discussed by Miiller (2002)12. According to the restaurateur of the kettle,
Lehr (1999:235), the slightly oval kettle measures between 97 and 105 cm in
width and 48 cm in height, so that the kettle of Tubba‘karib is considerably
smaller if we judge from the information we received from 97) Hiyli S llase
and Dr Wolbert Smidt. Even if we evidently have to wait for the restauration
and the metallurgical and other analysesl3, we can now already state that the
kettle of Firds May is several centuries older than the one of Timna‘ This
observation is based on the evidence of the palacographical comparative
analysis, which shows that the lettering on the kettle of Firds May points to a
date from about the 7" century BC or even eatlier.

8;+'<="">4'7)2);567')2'7>4'58;>7">62@*4A'B>)7) CD'E)*C457'&?8@7"

Another distinctive feature can be found in the different function of each
kettle: The bronze kettle of Timna‘ is clearly an object of dedication, as its
inscription shows — while the inscription of Tubba‘karib does not lead to the
same conclusion. The kettle of Tubba‘karib is an object of high quality and its
production involves a lot of work; therefore, one would expect, also in
compatison to similar cases, at least the key word >F2D, has dedicated* - after
the name of the donator, if not the name of the god to whom the dedication is

' G6D4583H>43'162@43677'IK5'L42M?6*BJ*4;4

"2 Cp. also Jiandl 2009:176f.

" Only these can answer a number of questions. For example only the analysis of the
composition of the metal can clarify where the kettle has been produced, i.e. in Tigray or in
M rib, from where his owner would have brought it.
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